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When a repository is closed.... 

We have had a couple of instances where a contributor has unfortunately had to close their reading 

room to the public.  In one instance, a rather unhappy user got in touch with us. It is hugely 

disappointing for us as an archives community when lack of resources cause an office to close, but we 
also have to make a decision about how to handle this in terms of the Archives Hub.  

We've decided that if there is no information about potentially re-opening within a reasonably short 

time period - up to 3 months - then we will temporarily take the contributor off of our website.  This is 

so that end users don't get frustrated by carrying out searches and making plans only to find that they 

cannot access the materials.  Obviously we will be on hand to help and support the contributor with 
going live once again.  

Labs: Focus on Machine Learning 

Our Labs project continues to gather momentum. We've been thinking about the issues involved with 

Machine Learning in the archives domain, and have written some blog posts that you may like to read. 

We've purposely kept them quite short.  

https://blog.archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/tag/labs/ 

A key principles of the project is that we work with contributors in a realistic way, in terms of resources, 

time, potential digital content we can use, state of the current catalogues, etc. In other words, it is not a 

project that has been artificially shaped to work; rather it aims to take a slice through reality, if that 
makes sense.  

This means that results may be very mixed, but they will be true to life, and that will help us think about 

whether we can and should scale this up and integrate it in our service.  

Uploading spreadsheets to the Archives Hub 

We've updated you quite a bit lately about our new spreadsheet upload. Remember that you can use 

this simply to convert single spreadsheets that you may have from way back into EAD that can be added 

to the Hub and made available to all.  To do this you probably will need to modify the  data so that it fits 
with our template.  

If you are uploading your own spreadsheets, you will need to change your column names to ours, or to 

map them within our Editor: https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/eadeditor/  You will  need the mandatory 
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upload fields - reference, level, start/end date and a name of creator column.  Obviously you will then 
need all of the Hub mandatory fields before you actually publish the description.  

Our spreadsheets page gives more information, and a full guide to working with spreadsheets: 

https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/spreadsheetrecords/ 

New Contributor Console 

We are currently developing our Editor interface to become a complete contributors' console. The idea 

is that contributors have one place to go, to do whatever you want to do, be it editing your repository 

description, creating new catalogue entries, editing current entries, adding a new online resource 
description or accessing the CIIM.  

We will be creating a community section, with information about statistics and about repositories on the 

Hub. We are thinking about providing information on archival management systems used by 

contributors (with your permission) so that anyone using a system can find out who else is using it. We 
hope that this will encourage more collaboration and mutual support with using systems.  

It has been frustrating not to be able to provide you with an interface to edit your repository 

descriptions. That will be part of the console, but it is also waiting on a major upgrade that we are 

making to our underlying system.  

We are aiming to have a beta version of the console ready within a few months.  

Your Scottish Archives 

The Scottish Archives Council have recently appointed a project manager for their Your Scottish Archives 

portal.  We will be working closely with them to assist with getting descriptions onto the Archives Hub, 

and thence through to YSA. Contributors from Scotland may have already been contacted with regards 

to YSA. The idea is that we work collaboratively to support Scottish contributors, and they benefit from 
being on the Archives Hub and on Your Scottish Archives.  

Read more at https://www.scottisharchives.org.uk/latest/news/new-archives-portal-announced/ 
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